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Title:   Pearl S. Buck; Life, Legacy and New Global Initiatives 
This session will explore the life and legacy of Nobel and Pulitzer prizewinning author, humanitarian and 
activist Pearl S. Buck (1892-1973), and report on current initiatives which are renewing interest in her 
life and work around the world.  
A native of Hillsboro, WV, Buck was not only one of the most prolific and accomplished writers in 
American, and indeed world history, but also a pioneering advocate of social justice, interracial 
relations, women’s rights, adoption and many other humanitarian causes.   
Commemorating the 125th anniversary of her birth which occurred just 35 miles from the 2017 WVLA 
Conference site in White Sulphur Springs, presenters will discuss Buck’s biography, work, and current 
efforts to celebrate, study and revitalize interest in her legacy in the Mountain State and in China where 
she spent much of her life.   
Moderator: John Cuthbert 
Presenters: 
1. Lori Hostuttler: Brief biography of Pearl S. Buck    
2. John Cuthbert: Current initiatives and sites dedicated to the life and legacy of Pearl S. Buck  
3. Mary Jo DeJoice: Pearl S. Buck collections and initiatives at Davis and Elkins College 
4. Brett Miller: 2018 Pearl S. Buck Living Gateway Conference, hosted by West Virginia Wesleyan 
Subjects  
Literature 
Social justice 
Nobel Prize 
Pulitzer Prize 
China 
Race relations 
Authors 
Special collections 
Adoption 
Archives and/or Manuscripts  
 
Possible Ancillary programs: 
1. Screening of The Good Earth and/or Donn Rogosin documentary on Pearl S. Buck 
2. Field Excursion to the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace in Hillsboro, WV 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
